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SUBJ: SAFETY OF IMPERIAL FAMILY AND POLITICAL PRISONERS 
REF: STATE 209447 

1. EMBASSY IS GETTING MANY REPORTS AND RUMORS OF IMPENDING 
ACTIONS AGAINST IMPERIAL FAMILY MEMBERS AND POLITICAL 
PRISONERS FROM PREVIOUS REGIME. THESE ARE BEING REPORTED 
SEPARATELY AND RANGE FROM ALLEGED PLANS FOR RELEASE. THROUGH 
PRISON SENTENCES. TO EXECUTIONS OF SOME. WE HAVE HAD MANY SUCH 
ALARMS BEFORE THAT HAVE PROVED FALSE. IN PRESENT TENSE 
ATMOSPHERE ON EVE OF SEPT 13 ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCES. AND IN 
WAKE OF DEATH OF EMPEROR. SUCH REPORTS AND RUMORS ARE NATURAL 
AND UNDERSTANDABLE. HOWEVER, IN LIGHT INTENSITY OF RUMORS, 

AND ALSO OF DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTION REFTEL, AMB MADE ORAL 
DEMARCHE ON SUBJECT. 

2. AMB CALLED TODAY ON LIJ MIKAEL IMRU (PREVIOUS PRIMIN AND 
FONMIN, NOW POLITICAL ADVISER TO PMAC CHAIRMAN TEFERI BANTE) 
AND MADE FOLLOWING ORAL STATEMENT: BEGIN QUOTE THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT IN WASHINGTON HAS RECEIVED EXPRESSION OF CONCERN, 
AND SO HAS THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN ADDIS ABABA, THAT THERE MAY 
BE EXECUTIONS OF MEMBERS OF THE FORMER IMPERIAL FAMILY AND 
POLITICAL PRISONERS WHO WERE FIGURES IN THE FORMER 
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GOVERNMENT. WE REALIZE THAT SIMILAR REPORTS AND RUMORS THAT 
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HAVE CROPPED UP IN THE PAST HAVE TURNED OUT TO BE UNTRUE. 

HOWEVER, MY GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED ME TO REITERATE THE VIEW THAT 
WE HAVE EXPRESSED TO YOUR GOVERNMENT BEFORE, THAT SUCH EXECUTIONS 
WOULD NOT BE CONSISTENT WITH OUR VIEWS OF HUMANITARIAN 
PRINCIPLES, AND WOULD HAVE CONSEQUENCES FOR OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONS WITH THE EPMG. THE INTENT OF BOTH THE 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND THE CONGRESS IS CLEAR IN SUCH HUMANITARIAN 
MATTERS, AND U.S. LAWS, AS WELL AS IMPORTANT ELEMENTS IN 
AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION, WOULD BE AFFECTED BY ANY SUCH 
EXECUTIONS. 

END QUOTE 

3. LIJ MIKAEL SAID HE WOULD BRING STATEMENT TO ATTENTION OF 
CHAIRMAN TEFERI AND OTHER MEMBERS OF PMAC. HE ADDED THAT HE 
KNEW OF MANY RUMORS CIRCULATING NOW, BUT IT WAS HIS HOPE, AND 
THAT OF MANY OTHERS, THAT THERE WOULD BE RELEASES OF PRISONERS 
RATHER THAN THE RUMORED EXECUTIONS. 

4. EMBASSY HOPES ADDRESSEES WILL NOT RPT NOT TELL CONCERNED 
ETHIOPIANS THAT AMB HAS MADE DEMARCHE ABOVE. 

HUMMEL 
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